
A Capital View

The Tennessee State Capitol
stands majestically atop Capitol
Hill in Nashville. The structure,
designed by architect William
Strickland, was completed in 1859
and is one of the oldest working
capitols in the United States.
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My Fellow Tennesseans,

Within these pages is a veritable wealth of information

pertaining to our state’s mental health programs and

resources. The health and well-being of every Tennessean is

vitally important.

The revisions to Title 33, Tennessee Code Annotated, which governs the provisions of

mental health, mental retardation and developmental disabilities services, will enable us to

better meet the needs of those we serve. Our efforts, combined with the drive and dedication

of advocates, volunteers and others, continue to enrich the lives of countless Tennesseans.

As you read the following pages, I hope you’ll be able to understand the continued need

for programs and services such as these. I invite you to“walk with us” and become more

active, within your community, to help some of Tennessee’s most vulnerable citizens.

Respectfully,

Don Sundquist

Governor
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Tennessee’s Rich History

As part of the 139th anniversary
commemoration of the Battle of Stones
River, reenactors provided stirring images
of the 1862-3 battle in which over 23,000
Confederate and Union soldiers became
casualties. Here, a Union encampment is
displayed for visitors attending the park’s
anniversary events.

We are pleased to present the latest edition of

“Breakthrough.” There have been many changes and

challenges in 2001-02. We’ve had to take a step back

and look at ourselves as a country and as individuals.

While we are shocked and saddened by the tragedies of

the past year, we continue to learn to overcome and to

move forward.

The Department of Mental Health and Developmental

Disabilities serves many people throughout Tennessee. These people rely upon our ability

to procure and establish quality programs and services that better their lives and the lives

of their friends and family. As reflected in the articles, you will get an up-close look at

some of these programs and services. And, I hope, come away with a greater feel for

what we try to accomplish.

I would like to thank each and every volunteer, advocate, employee and official for the

help they have provided those we serve. You have touched many lives.

The new year holds many opportunities for success and we look forward to embracing the

challenges before us. Thank you for your continued support. 

Elisabeth Rukeyser

Commissioner
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City, then you have
witnessed nature’s poetry
in this waterfall.
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Tennessee is Truly the “Volunteer State” 64
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of Tennesseans in facilities across the state.
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A disease that not only robs the lives of those who have it,
but burdens caregivers with added stress.

TEMA/FEMA 70
The agencies that are looking out for our safety.
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Pursuant to the State of Tennessee’s policy of
nondiscrimination, the Department of Mental Health and
Developmental Disabilities does not discriminate on the basis of
race, sex, religion, color, national or ethnic origin, age, disability
or military service in its policies, or in the admission or access
to, or treatment or employment in, it’s programs, services or
activities.

Contact the department’s EEO/AA Coordinator at (615)532-6580,
the Title VI Coordinator at (615)532-6700 or the ADA Coordinator
at (615)532-6700 for inquiries, complaints or further information.
Persons with a hearing impairment should call (615)532-6612.
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Where Legends Were Made

Captain Thomas Green Ryman stands at the 
wheel before the auditorium that bears his name.
Home of Country Music’s Grand Ole Opry till 
1974, the Ryman, once again, became a showplace
for musical performances after its renovation in 1994.

The sculpture of Captain Ryman was created by
Steve Shields for the Ryman’s renovation.
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